
BOARD OF HEALTH MEETING 

Tues., April 6, 2021 – 5:00 PM – via Zoom 

 

PRESENT: Fred Schubert, Chair; Andy Fisher; Tony Segal; Peter Cohen; Louise 

Maron; Valerie Bird, Agent; Ed Fahey, Agent 

Review and Approval of the Minutes of the March 2, 2021 Meeting: There being 

no questions or corrections to the minutes, Peter Cohen moved that the minutes 

of the March 2, 2021 meeting be approved as read. The motion was seconded by 

Fred Schubert and adopted by unanimous consent. 

OLD BUSINESS: 

Hilltop Orchards Status: Valerie Bird reported that she and Fred Schubert had 

done a limited inspection last Thursday, April 1st.  At that time, Hilltop Orchards 

was not making donuts or preparing other food.  The Manager at Hilltop, Dave 

Martell, indicated he planned to resume making donuts and indicated an interest 

in being able to expand their menu and produce more food items. The inspection 

found some issues that needed correction and Valerie will revisit on April 8th to 

see what progress has been made.  Most of the issues found during the inspection 

were around cleanliness.  At the conclusion of the inspection, Valerie issued a 

permit just for donuts, hot chocolate and coffee. She offered to provide a more 

expansive permit once Dave calls her to indicate that he feels the business is 

ready to move forward.  

Valerie also noted that Hilltop has hired an engineer, John Bolling, to do a perk 

test. There is a timeline for completion and Valerie will follow up. Fred said he 

sees a distinct turn-around in terms of attitude and that progress is being made. 

There was a discussion of the changes Hilltop will have to make in order to get 

permits that will enable them to expand their menu. 

Bartlett’s Orchard: Valerie reported on her reinspection at Bartlett’s some items 

had come up previously that needed attention. These have been addressed and 

she has issued the permit. 



Cone Hill Road Dump Site: There was a short conversation concerning the work 

the Richmond DPW is doing and the fact that the State has not yet decided what 

action they will take or when they will begin. 

317 Cone Hill Road: A letter and an email have been sent by Fred Schubert to the 

owners of the property at 317 Cone Hill Road indicating there are funds available 

in the FY 2022 Board of Health budget for testing the well at their property.  The 

owners have been advised they can proceed to select a contractor to test the well 

and to proceed with testing, but payment for the work could not be made until 

after the start of FY 2022 on July 1, 2021.  Once the work is completed, the 

owners will forward the results and the invoice to the Board. 

Service Fees: Fred apologized for not having been able to begin work on the fee 

list and will try to accomplish that this month. Ed Fahey suggested one change be 

made to the draft list of fees.  Once that is done, the revised list will be sent to the 

Board members for comment.  In the meantime, the fee structure stays as is. 

Fines: Fred asked Valerie to clarify the protocol for assessing fines for failure to 

comply with Board of Health requirements such as repair of failed septic systems.  

This will involve a step-wise approach.  Valerie noted she has a list of fines that 

Richmond approved for different departments last year.  She will copy the list and 

send it to Fred. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

Fred said that he had received an email advising that there are several cell phone 

apps people seem not to be aware of that can be very useful with respect to 

personal convenience and safety. He will forward that email to the group. 

Fred noted that it has been his habit to forward to the group any information he 

receives from the CDC and similar organizations to be sure everyone has seen it. 

So far, he has not come across anything that required action on the part of the 

Board, and he will continue to forward such emails. 

Community Health Report: In Emilie’s absence, there was no report.  

Peter asked whether the discovery of the new virus variances would make the 

vaccines useless. He was assured that the current vaccines are proof against the 

variances, but that it might mean that boosters may be advisable in the future, 



particularly as we do not know at this point how long the vaccines remain 

effective. 

Next Meeting: Tues., May 4, 2021 at 5:00 PM will be the next scheduled meeting. 

There being no further business before the Board, Fred moved that the meeting 

be adjourned. He was seconded by Andy and the motion was adopted by 

unanimous vote. 


